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Construction Notes

ROLLING 

Place the railcar body on a soft surface (the top of your leg is ideal) and roll a rolling pin or cylindrical tube over it.  The metal will curve evenly.  Repeat this rolling process with the other railcar body. Then roll the two roof overlays in a similar fashion. 

SOLDERING  

With the bodies rolled to the desired shape, solder the back-end first in place, at the edges. File, trim and clean the joints. Then bend the front-end to the correct profile and solder in place, at the edges. File, trim and clean the joints. Note that on this end more filing and trimming is required due the overhang of the roof. Solder the two roof overlays, once the bodies are folded and soldered. Fit and solder two square grilles on each roof. More detail is required on the roof, but since this is a basic kit, these details will have to be fabricated by the builder. Place the completed bodies with roofs on a piece of glass to check that it “sits” square. 

If the railcar is designed to be non-powered, fold the inside bogies and thread through suitable wheels of your choice. Attach the cosmetic side frames to the outside of each bogie. Fold the under-frame and secure with four lags to the body. Use some off-cuts from the brass fret for this purpose. Finish by attaching the front buffer beam in each unit.

If you are going to power the railcar then adapt a suitable proprietary chassis and discard the kit’s under-frame, bogies and buffer beams.

LIST OF PARTS

1 etched brass fret 
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